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Happy Birthday G.H.! 

Dr. Inn McDiarnid  (RIA)  presenting Dr. Herzberg with the portrait by Joan 
Ricketts. 

Larkin Kerwin, Jeanne Sense, Maurice Sauvé--at the reception before the 
banquet. 

Madame Saniv4 applauding Gerhard Herzberg at the banquet. 

On Christmas Day, Dr. 
Gerhard Herzberg cele-
brated his eightieth birth-
day. Dr. Herzberg has been 
with the National Research 
Council since 1949, first as 
the Director of the Division 
of Physics, then of Pure 
Physics, and since 1969, as 
a Distinguished Research 
Scientist. 

To honour the occasion, 
his colleagues and the 
National Research Council 
organized an open lecture 
series entitled "Physical 
Sciences in the Eighties - . 
The six lectures, held on 
November 8th and 9th, 1984, 
took the audience to the 
very frontiers of the physi-
cal sciences. Dr. Carlo 
Rubbia, (an Italian current-
ly working in Switzerland 
and at Harvard) who had just 
been awarded the 1984 Nobel 
Prize for Physics, appropri-
ately gave the final 
exciting lecture, describing 
his discovery of the new 
massive nuclear particle for 
which he was given the 
Prize. The series was  

extremely well attended; in 
fact at the last minute the 
location had to be changed 
from the auditorium on 
Sussex Drive to the Westin 
Hotel to accommodate the six 
hundred plus attendees. 

The festivities ended 
with a banquet, hosted by 
Dr. and Mrs. Kerwin at the 
Four Seasons Hotel. The 
banquet was attended by 
almost three hundred people, 
the most notable being 
(apart from Dr. and Mrs. 
Herzberg), Her Excellency 
The Right Honourable Jeanne 
Sauvé, Governor-General of 
Canada, and the Honourable 
Maurice Sauvé. The Minister 
of State for Science and 
Technology, Mr. Tom Siddon 
and Mrs. Siddon also 
attended. 

Dr. Cec Costain, of the 
Division of Physics, offered 
the toast to Dr. Herzberg. 
He reminded G.H. of his 
time as a professor at the 
University of Saskatchewan 
between 1935 and 1945, when 
he had first come to Canada. 
He spoke of the way he 

inspired his students, and 
pointed out, as a result, of 
the presence of a Saskat-
chewan Mafia in the scienti-
fic community. 

In his after-dinner 
speech, Dr. Takeshi Oka, who 
had been a colleague of Dr. 
Herzberg in the Spectroscopy 
Section for many years, told 
us, not only of G.H.'s 
scientific accomplishments, 
but also of his humanity, of 
how he made sure that all 
newcomers, especially those 
from far away, were made to 
feel a part of the community 
within the section. 

After the dinner, Dr. 
Herzberg was presented with 
a portrait of himself, drawn 
by Joan Ricketts of H.I.A. 
He was also presented with a 
flaming birthday cake, which 
he managed to extinguish 
before the fire department 
had to be called in! 

We would all like to 
wish Dr. Herzberg continued 
health and success, and many 
more Birthday Parties. This 
one was fun! 
I. Dabrowski 
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