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SIGNAL HONOUR  FORT  RC SCIENTIST  

DR. GERHARD HERZBERG, Director, Division of Pure Physics, 

National Research Qouncil of Canada, has been elected an 

Honorary Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, India. 
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NOTE:, From the attached biography of Dr. Herzberg it may be 

seen that he is also an Honorary .  Fellow of the Indian Academy 

of Sciences. The existence of two academies in India with almost 

identical names may be explained on historical and geographical 

grounds: although both academies are now national in character, 

the Indian Academy  of Sciences  is centred more in the south where 

it was organized by the initiative of Sir C.V. Raman, while the 

National  Academy  of Sciences  is centred more in the north where 

it originated on the initiative of the late M.N. Saha. 
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DR'. G. HERZBERG 

Director 9  Division of Pure Physics, NRC 

GERHARD'HERZBERG:was born in Hamburg§ Germany  in 19040  He 

studied physics at  the  Darmstadt Institute of Technology and obtained 

his Dr.Ing.-  degree in»1920, From 1928 to 1930 . he did postdoctorate 

work at the University of Goettingen and at the University of Bristol. 

From 1930 to 1935 he lectured in the Darmstadt Institute of Technology, 

and became chief assistant in the Department of Physics. 

He joined the staff of the University of Saskatchewan as 

Research Professor of Physics in 1935, and became Professor of 

Spectroscopy at Yerkes Observatory of the University of Chicago in 

1945. He returned to Canada in 1948 to accept a position with the 

National Research Council at Ottawa. In 1949 9  he became Director 

of NRC's Division of Physics, and Director of the Division of Pure 

Physics in 1955. 

He has been awarded three honorary doctorates; he is also the 

•recipient of three gold medals for outstanding achievements in the 

field of atomic and molecular spectra. 

Dr. Her#erg is an Honorary Member of the Indian Physical 

Society; an Honorary Fellow of the Indian Açademy of SCiences; and 

an Hdnorary Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, India. 

•He is a Fellow of the Royal. Society of Canada and a Fellow 

of the Royal Society, London. 

One aspect of his work has been the discovery of a number of 
• 

new molecules (or compounds) in the laboratory. This work has led 

to the identification of a number of compounds in interstellar space 

and in the atmospheres of stars and planets. 
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