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DR.  G. HERZBERG,  F.R.S.C., F.R.S., director of the Division of 

Physics, has been awarded the Henry Marshall Tory Medal of the 

Royal Society of Canada for his achievements in the field of 

atomic and molecular spectra. 

Dr. Gerhard Herzberg was born in Hamburg (Germany) 

on December 25, 1904, and obtained his primary and secondary 

school training there. Subsequently he studied physics at the 

Darmstadt Institute of Technology and obtained his Dr. Ing. 

degree in 1928. From 1928 to 1930 he carried out post-doctorate 

work at the Universities of Goettingen and Bristol where he 

held a research studentship. In 1935 he joined the staff of 

the University of Saskatchewan as Research Professor of Physics, 

a position that he held until 1945, when he accepted a position 

as Professor of Spectroscopy at the Yerkes Observatory of the 

University of Chicago. He returned to Canada in 1948 in order 

to accept a position as Principal Research Officer with the 

National Research Council at Ottawa. On January 1, 1949, 

he was'appointed Director of the Division of Physics of the 

National Research Council. In 1951 he was elected to the 

Fellowship of the Royal Society of London in recognition of 

his  outstanding achievements. 
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