
TO 
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DATÉ 30.1,50  

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
Division of Information Services 

MEMORANDUM> 

Mr,  B. G. Ballard 
Dr. A. .Cambron 
Dr. N. H. Cook 

-4Dr.  G. Herzberg 
Dr.-L. E. Howlett 
Mr.  R.  F. •egget 
Mr. J. H..Parkin 
Dr. E.W.R. Steacie • 

Please find attached a copy of an announcement about - 
the Sixth International Congress for the History of Science, 
to be held-in , Amsterdam this coming summer. 

The National Research Council is not a member*of the 
International Union for the History of Science, so that 
any people from Canada who may wish to . attend the meetings 
will do so as individuals, rather - than as representatives. 

If any members of your Division who are to be in 
Europe this summer are interested in attending this Congress, 
they should-write to Professor  R.  J.-Forbes, the'organizing 
secretary, indicating their interest'. 

H. H.,Saunderson 
End.  
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SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE 

Amsterdam, August 14th - 20th 1950 

Under the auspices of the 

Academy and the International Union for the History of Science 

Organized by the "Genootschap voor Geschiedenis der Blskunde, 
Geneeskunde en Natuurwetenschappen" te Leiden. 

ORGANIZING-COMMITTEE 
Prof. Ir R.J. Forbes 
Prof. Dr R. Hooykaas 
Miss A.C. Schippers 

The Union Internationale deHistoire des Sciences.and the Académie Inter-
nationale deHistoire des Sciences have agreed to ask the Netherlands 
branch of the Union: the Genootschap voor Geschièdenis der Wiskunde, 
Geneeskunde en Natuurwetenschappen, to organize the Sixth Congress for 
the History of Science in the Netherlands. 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 
This Congress will take place on August 14th to 20th 1950, in the 
localities of the Amsterdam University. Apart froM general and Committee 
meetings, the Congress members will meet in four sections: 

a) History of mathematics, physics and astronomy, 
h) History of chemistry, pharmacy and biology, 
c) History of applied science and technology, 
d) History of medicine. . 

• 
The meetings of the last section will also form the 16th congress of the 
Union Internationale deHistoire de la Médecine, who will plan the pro-
gramme of this section. 
Plenary as well as sectional sessions will be held during the Congress 
week and one of the plenary sessions will be consecrated to the memory of 
Descartes. , 
Excursions to Haarlem (meeting at Teyleres Institute and visit to 
Cruquius Pumping Station), Leiden (visit to the History of Science 
Museum and meeting) and to the Dyke and the newly reclaimed lands of the 
former Zuyderzee, are being planned. 

Lasj,Le_s_lrogramme. A Ladies Committee will take care of the fbreign 
ladies during their stay in Amsterdam. A special programme has been 
arranged, which includes a visit to the Aalsmeer flowersales, a unique 
spectacle; a visit to the famous cheesemarket at Alkmaar; visits to the 
various musea, to a diamond-cutting factory and so  on  

COMMUNICATIONS 
Those members who intend to present a communication to the Congress, are 
urgently requested to send in their papers before May 1st, 1950. After 
this date, no further papers will be accepted. These papers should be 
accompanied by a summary of 100-150 words, which will be printed in the 
final programme. 



These communications will be published in the acta of the Congress, 
which publication will be sponsored by UNESCO. 
It is hoped, that these acts will be available to the members at, or 
soon after the Congress. 

At the Lausanne  Congress of 1947, 2 motions.were carried, in which 
authors of papers for the VIth Congress were invited to discuss the 
following themes: • 

a) Influences and precursors. - 
b) Relations and interchange between East and West. 

Those who intend to present papers to the Congress are invited to bear 
in mind these two motions. 
Members reading communications will be given a maximum of 15 minutes 
to summarize their communications. A further maximum of 15 minutes 
will be devoted to discussions. 

CONGRESS FEE 

The registration fee of 25 guilders Dutch currency (or equivalent in 
other currency) for each member and 15 guilders Dutch currency (or 
equivalent in other currency) for accompanying relatives, will cover 
the expenses of transactions of the Congress, and light refreshments 
during the Congress. 
This registration fee may be transferréd by-the intermediary of your 
Bankers to the Amsterdamsche Bank N.V. e. subbranch Leidsestraat e  
Amsterdam, in favour of the account of Professor R. J..Forbes as 
treasurer of the VIth International Congress for the History of Science. 

GENERAL INFORMATION • 

Accommodation in m terdam. In the next circular you will find a• 
form for hotel accommodation and private hospitality, which will be 
provided for by the Organizing Committee. 
Hotel prices in Amsterdam vary from 12.- glds. to 17.50 glds, bed, 
breakfast and one meal included, per day and per person. 
Rooms with private bath are to be . had in limited numbers. 
Daily general expenses need not exceed 25 guilders per day. 

H2IRLLialLIZ in AmsttreAM_Dig_allic._a. This hospitality is offered, room 
and breakfast included e  without costs. Priority however will be given 
to persons who have difficulties in obtaining fàreign currency and 
among these such as have to make a long journey! 

This first circular is sent to all those who may possibly'want to 
attend this Congress. 
By returning the enclosed postcard as soon as possible those intereste d . 
will receive further circulars e  cOntaining details on registration s,. pay-
ments, accommodation, entertainments and receptions,  excursions,  pro- 
gramme etc. 

Letters of registration, enquiries and suggestions should be addressed to 
the Secretary of the Congress: 

Prof. Ir R. J. Forbes, • 
, Haringvlietstraat 1 

Amsterdam-Z, the Netherlands. 


