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NEW  APPOINTMENTS  

bireetor of Physics  

DR. GERHARD HERZBERG, 44, has been appoin-
ted as of 1 January, 1949, Director of the Division of 
Physics, National Research Council, in succession to 
Dr.R.W.Boyle who retired in October 194g. Dr. Herzberg 
is a Canadian citizen who has been on the staff of the 
Division of Physics for the last five months as a prin-
cipal research officer having come to this post from 
Yerkes Observatory, Department of Astronomy, University 
of Chicago, where he had been Professor of Spectroscopy 
for nearly three years (1945-4g). During the preceding 
ten years (1935-45) he was Research Professor of Physics 
at the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask. His 
earlier training had been at Darmstadt, Germany, where 
he obtained his doctorate degree, at Goettingen, and at 
Bristol, England. Dr. Herzberg is one of the world's 
outstanding authorities on spectroscopy and molecular 
structure, and is the author of three standard textbooks 
and 100 scientific papers. At Saskatoon, he established 
a spectroscopy laboratory for graduate research and thus 
greatly strengthened the graduate school in physics and 
chemistry. He and his co-mrkers made several valuable 
discoveries which enabled astronomers to interpret data 
on spectral lines from distant stars and comets that had 
not previously been understood. It was this work that 
led to his selection for the post at Yerkes Observatory. 
There he built the world's longest multiple optical path 
(5000 metres at atmospheric pressure) for the study of 
planetary atmospheres and to gain information not other-
wise available on molecular structure. Using this equip-
ment he obtained infrared absorption spectra of hydrogen 
which had not been found before. Astronomers can now use 
this method to detect hydrogen in planetary atmospheres. 
Dr. Herzberg will actively continue his varied researches 
in his new post. The National Research Council is indeed 
fortunate in being able to bring to its staff a physicist 
of such international renown. 

Assbelate Director of Physics 

DR. LESLIE E. HOWLETT has n promoted to be 
Associat; Director of the Division 9Physics, as from 1 
January, l9. Graduating from tjWiJniversity  of British 
Columbia in '27 in mathemati9sand  physics, he went to 
the .University .f Toronto a Research Fellow Where he 
received hie mas :rts de grée in 192g. He then proceeded 
to McGill Universi for his doctorate (1931). During 
192g-31 he was ewers: ,  NRC scholarships in each year. 
Since 1931 he has •een e the NRC staff in charge of the 
optics section During  te  war he aided in the develop-
ment of thepotical instrum:.t industry for which war 
service hv*as awarded the ii.  in 1943. He served as chief 
scientites liaison officer in L..don, Eng., and later in 
Washiniton. Since July 190 he ha -  been Assistant Direc-
tor,6f the Division and his advanc:m. t to  the: post of 

ociate Director is a tribute to hi: - uccess.in  the 
brganization and management duties entru:ted to him. 
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