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Membership of the Committee_is:
| Dr. J.T. -Henderson

Mr. M.S. Kuhring
Dr. D.C. Rose

Ourvproblem of preparing recommendations in accor-.

dance with the suggestions in your memorandum of 17 October

(Appendix

I of this report) 1s complicated by the history of.

the Associate Committee on a National Aviation Museum and of
its successor, the Associate Commlttee on Museums of Sclence
and Engineering. This has left the National Research Councll
holding an apprecilable quantlty of artifactual material in
aeronautics, to which other pieces of museum equipment have
been added, some being relics of our wartime activity and some
of more recent sclentiflc efforts.. '

Committee

There is also a trust fund held by the Associate
which was accumulated from various sources. Some of

the-artifactual and documentary material has been given by
persons who are still alive, some by persons who are now dead
or by their heirs, and some. has come from industry. There has
been a considerable change in the concept of museums, archilves
and libraries since the original gifts were made and it is

essential

that the spirit of the cenditions under which the

gifts were made should be observed as carefully as 1is possible,
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Much of the 'electronic equipment has already been
turned over to Dr. D.M, Baird's branch, the National Museum
of Science and Technology, but an appreciable list of equip-
ment of a sclentific nature remains 1n storage in the NRC's
Division of Mechanical Engineering. Some. of this equipment,
and the trust fund, were gilven the NRC under certain terms,
some definite and some rather vague, and 1t is apparent from
discussions with those famlllar with the past and from corres-
pondence with Dr., J.J. Green, the Chairman. of the Associate
Committee, that there is a strong opinion that the National
Museum of Science and Technology is not yet ready to take
over all the equipment available under the rather vague terms
under which some of it is held, and that this applies also to
the trust fund. ‘

Mr, Steele, in his remarks reported in the Minutes
of the third meeting of the Assoclate Committee on Museums of
Science and Engineerlng, informed the Committee that the
government had legislation before parliament which would
establish a board of trustees to advise the government on
policy for the development and expansion of national museums,
It 'is unlikely that this legislation will be passed for several
months.

It would be our hope. that at least some of the members
of the Associate Committee might be appolinted to such a board
of trustees or might be accepted as part of an advisory group.
It is our opinion that when such a board 1s established and in
operation, the NRC Associate Committee should become redundant
and all artifactual material and unspent residual of the trust
fund might be turned over to the board of trustees, the latter
undertaking any remaining obligations in regard to the disposal
of artifactual material and funds. However, this action might
be premature until we know more about the proposed board and
their terms of reference. In the meantime, the Associate
Committee should continue to operate. Recommendations for early
action in regard to the material in storage will be made 1in a
later paragraph. '

The above notes on the Associate Committee are con-
sistent with the general policy recommended below. It might be
noted, however, that the Associlate Committee may have contacts
with other museums, such as the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto.
We have no information on the relationship of the National Museum
and the many other museums in Canada which may be collecting
scientific material.



General Policy

The general policy we recommend is that a research
organization such as the National Research Council should not
have any direct responsibility for, or be involved in the
administration of museums. On the other hand, research and
development in pure and applied science cannot be carried on
without a considerable feeling for at least the recent history
of science and for techniques in putting scientific principles
and the results of scientific research before the public. This
latter is in our opinion the function of museums, particularly
a "National' Museum of Science and Technology, and we are glad
to see that the National Museums organization has been concen-
trated in one appropriate department of the government. Though
NRC and its staff should have no appreciable responsibility in
regard to museum collections, the nature of our work involves
an interest, and the NRC staff should be-available for consult-
ation and advice as has been done in the past and as is being
done concurrently with the development of the new Museum of.
Science and Technology.

Artifacts which are in storage at NRC

This refers to a quantity of material in storage in
a Butler building belonging to the Division of Mechanical
Engineering. The subject matter relates- largely to aeronautics
and electronics. We recommend that these be checked with current
Iists, if ‘this has not beeh done recently, that this material
should be considered as destined for' 'the Natiohal Museum, and
that the material to. which there are no attached commitments be
transferred to the National Museum at an early date. The
suggested terms of such transfers are outlined in a later para-
graph. Any material whose disposal depends on agreements with
donors should be retained until arrangements can be made with
the National Museum of Science and Technology to accept these
agreements. It might be best to ask the Associate Committee on
Museums of Science and Engineering to co-operate in this regard.

There are. some papers which came to NRC from such
people as Graham Bell (or his heirs), Casey Baldwin, Dr. Turnbull,
and Mr. McCurdy. These documents came to NRC when it appeared
likely that NRC would be largely responsible for the "future"
Aviation Museum. Since that time the NRC Museum has become the
National Aviation Museum, which has in turn become a part of the
new Museum of Science and Technology. In view of the fact that:
there is at present no formal library in the Science Museum and
NRC has now taken responsibility for the Science Library, together
with archival material, we recommend that these documents be
placed in the National Science Library for cataloguing and reten-
tion., Mr. Kuhring has agreed to consult the donors or theilr
families for permission, where thls 1is necessary.
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Policy for Future Collections in the NRC Laboratories .

Museum pieces exist in some or all of the Divisions of
the NRC and other pieces of equipment resulting from important
experiments will be available from time to time. The eventual
resting place for such material should be in the National Museum
of Science and Technology. Our recommendation is that one member
of each Division be asked to make a tour of his Division, say
once a year. He should make a list of possible museum pieces and
be ready to have these examined by museum authorities and prepared
for transfer to them under terms to be recommended below.

Terms and Procedures v

We anticipate that the NRC may wish to retain ownership
of some pieces of equipment suitable for museum show,; while it
wlll have no further interest 1n others. The terms and procedure
recommended for both types of equipment are roughly the same, the
ownership by the NRC merely representing a stronger claim under
the following rules.

(1) When put on display a sultable acknowledgement should be
shown with the display.

(2) No piece of equipment or other artifact will be destroyed
without approval by the NRC as donor. NRC may wish it
returned rather than destroyed,

(3) Museum authorities may wish to exchange materials with other
museums or to make short or long term loans for display
purposes. In the case of material which the NRC has desig-
nated as of no further interest to the NRC; the museum _
authorities should be free to make such loans or exchanges
as they see fit. In the case of material remalning the
property of NRC, exchanges or loans should be made only with
NRC approval, :

(4) From time to time the NRC may wish to borrow museum equipment
for special displays, lectures, or other uses in the NRC
buildings or under NRC auspices. The museum authoritiles
should agree to co-operate in this regard, particularly when
concerned with pileces of equipment that were obtained through
or from NRC- ‘

In regard to procedure it is recommended that the Presi-
dent appoint one officer, preferably in the Administration Division
who will keep a record of material transferred to the National
Museum and to whom the various divisional representatives will
report on the availability of suitable museum equipment. Members
of -staff who have given consulting time or are asked to consult
with Museum staff should be requested to make sure this officer
has a record of their activities in support of the National Museum,



The normal channel of .consultation with NRC by the
Directors of the National Museum will be through the officer
mentioned in the above paragraph, . and all material transferred
- to museums should go through his records. However, it would
seem unreasonable to insist on too formal a contact through
only one member of the staff in an institution the size of NRC.
We should not object therefore if Directors of the Museums make
direct contact with the Directors of Divisions, but request
that the record be kept complete fhrough the appropriate Adminis-
trative Officer,

Canadian Patents and Development Limited

Museum material may come. to the attention of.- CP&D
through NRC laboratories or through other channels such as the
universities, It is recommended that CP&D be asked to act in a
similar mahner to NRC Divisions in making an occasional review
of suitable material and reporting to the NRC:officer app01nted

- for museum liaison.,

TR e

D.C. Rose

Encs: Appendix I Memo of instruction. of 17 October 1967 from
Dr..  Schneider to the Committee of three.

Appendix II Draft memo from Dr, Schneider to the Directors
on the National Museum of Science & Technology.
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